BENCHMARK

BEGINNING

Identifies parts of the guitar and their purpose
Identifies note names on open string

Holds guitar in a viable, comfortable manner
Knows how to tune guitar

NOTES:

OPEN CHORDS

Performs basic open position chord fingering from memory
Produces a clean, consistent sound

Performs variations of open chords (sus, 7th, 9th, etc.)

NOTES:

BARRE CHORDS

Performs E form and A barre chord fingering from memory
Produces a clean, consistent sound

Can play any chord using the moveable barre chord concept
Performs variations of barre chords (m, 7th, etc.)

NOTES:

RHYTHM PLAYING
Keeps rhythm using several 4/4 and 3/4 time strum patterns
Changes between chords fluently

NOTES:
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LEAD PLAYING

Demonstrates the “one finger per fret” rule

Plays pentatonic scale (major and minor) in any key

Identifies the key of a song by looking at the chords of a progression
Performs hammer-ons, pull-offs, slides and bends

Improvises using a first position blues scale

NOTES:

FINGER PICKING

Demonstrates the “one finger per string” rule

Keeps rhythm using several 4/4 and 3/4 time picking patterns
NOTES:

MUSIC THEORY

Understands concept of notes: whole, half, quarter, etc...
Understands how notes on the chromatic scale are named
Understands the terms sharp (#) and flat (b)

Names notes in first four frets

Reads and understands sheet music

Reads and understands tablature

NOTES:
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